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2001: 1400 Series

Rekindling apopular themefrom afew yearsago,
this season of Sunflower Journeystakestothe
roadslesstraveled for acultura tour of Kansas.
The seriesfollowsageographic route around the
stateon two-lane highways, stoppingintovistthe
people, sightsand storiesthat makeup the
Sunflower State.

|
1 #1401: “Big Springstothe

Amanda Shaw joined Dave Kendall as the series co- Bower sock Dam”
host for the 14th season of Sunflower Journeys.

TheVictory Highway: KC Sar
columnist and Newshour with JimLehrer contributor, Jim Fisher talksto Sunflower Jour neysabout his
favorite Kansasroadways, including USHighway 40. Fisher commentsonthehistory of Kansastravel, as
well aswhy helovesthe state.

Kansas Springs: Sunflower Journeys stopsin Big Springs, atown that was once awatering hole
for travelersonthe Oregon Trail. Here Sunflower Journeyslooksat aproject by the Kansas Geological
Survey to inventory thelocation and condition of freshwater springsin Kansas.

TheBower sock Dam: Sunflower Journeysmovesonto Lawrence, atown that had avision of
becoming amanufacturing city inthelate 1800s. Sunflower Jour neys examinesthe history of onekey
player inthismovement, J.D. Bowersock, aman who harnessed the power of the Kansas River to spur the
indugtridization of theyoung Kansastown.

#1402: “L awrencetoAtchison”

CircleSRanch: Vigtthe Circle SRanch and Country Inn north of Lawrence. Owner Mary
Stevenson talkswith Sunflower Jour neysabout the history of theranch, which hasbeenin her family for
fivegenerations. Stevenson describesher shift from cattle rancher toinn proprietor.

First City of Kansas: Sunflower Jour neys exploresanew self-guided tour of Leavenworth,
wherevisitorsuse state-of -the-art kiosksto learn the colorful history of thefirst city in Kansas.

TheAtchison Trolley: Thejourney continuestoAtchison, acity once hometo numerous
magnates of therailroad and shipping industries. Sunflower Journeystakesatrolley tour of the
community’shistoric mansionsand tellsthe story of someitsfamousfigures.

#1403: “Horton to Blue Rapids’

TheGolden EagleCasino: Thisprogram beginswith avisit to the Golden Eagle Casino near
Horton. Here Sunflower Jour neystalkswith members of the Kickapoo Nation about thelocal impact of
casnogaming.



Clean Water Farms: Thenext stop istheKansasRural Center in Whiting, where Sunflower
Journeysintroducesviewersto aprogram called Clean Water Farms, which hel psfarmersreduce runoff
that carriestopsoil and pollutantsinto streamsand | akes.

County Fairs: Theshow endsupinBlueRapidsfor avisttotheMarshal County Fair.
unflower Journeysexploresthe history and importance of county fairsinsmall communities.

#1404: “Marshall County to Junction City”

TheWPA in Marshall County: Thisstory surveysthe WPA sitesin Marshall County. Sunflower
Journeystalkswithlocal historian OrethaRuetti and KU history professor LIoyd Sponholtz about the
impact of the 1930s program on theregion’sarchitecture.

KansasL andscapeArboretum: It'sonto Milford Reservoir, whereextension horticulturist Gus
van der Hoeven takesviewerson an outing at the Kansas L andscape Arboretum near Wakefield.

ThePenndll Collection: Thelast stop isJunction City, where anew book exploresthe history of
the community inthe early 20 Century through the photographs of J.J. Pennell, aloca photographer whose
work won national recognition and remainsava uable collectiontoday.

#1405: “Chapman to Salina”

KansasAuto Racing Museum: Thejourney beginsin Chapman, wherethe newly opened
KansasAuto Racing Museum cel ebratesthe history of Kansansand their cars. Sunflower Journeystalks
to themuseum’screator about hislove of the pastime.

Great PlainsTheatreFestival: Thenext stopisAbilenefor avisittothe Great PlainsTheatre
Festival. Here Sunflower Jour neysintroducesviewersto somebig-city actorswho’ ve brought their talents
totheKansasplains.

BluesMasters. Listeninonmusical legendsat the BluesMastersat the Crossroads concert at
Blue Heaven Studiosin Salina. Sunflower Jour neys meetsthe man behind the studio’s success, whose
effortsto record Bluesmusiciansiswinning nationa acclaim.

#1406: “Hedvilleto Ellsworth”

RallingHillsRefuge: Thefirst stop onthisjourney isat Rolling HillsRefugein Hedville.
Sunflower Journeystalksto CharlieWalker, the park’s creator, and meetsafew of theanimalsthat live
there.

TheBrookvilleHotd: Sunflower Journeysstopsin Brookville, where the community’ sfamous
restaurant attraction, The Brookville Hotel, recently packed up and left town.

C.O.W.B.O.Y . Culture: EndupinEllsworth, wherethe C.O.W.B.O.Y. Society hostsitsannual
Fal Roundup featuring shooting contests, historical reenactments, and an ol d-fashioned Cowboy Ball.
Sunflower Journeystalkswith Jim Gray, the society’sfounder.
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#1407: “Wilsonto Ellis’

Wilson’sMidland Hotel: Sunflower Jour neys stopsin Wilson, where an unlikely group of town
boostersareworking to refurbish the historic Midland Hotel. The project wasrecently hel ped by agrant
from the Kansas Department of Transportation.

Great Post Rock Wall: Thenext stopisLucas, for avisit to the GrassrootsArts Center. Here
Sunflower Journeyslooksat the construction of The Great Post Rock LimestoneWall, anew exhibit
honoring theregion’suniquearchitecture.

Abandoned Far msteads. Sunflower Journeysintroducesviewersto adetermined brother-sister
team who are devoting themselvesto “ monumentsof thepast”. They’ reinthemidst of an extensive project
to document Kansas' abandoned farmsteads through their stunning photographs.

#1408: “Fort Haysto Great Bend”

Old Fort Hays: Sunflower JourneysvisitsOld Fort Hays, where arearesidents step back intime
with costumesand candlelight to celebrate ChristmasPast. Viewersgainaglimpseof the holiday duringthe
Victorianera.

Victoria'sColonists: InVictoria, Sunflower Journeys meetstwo sisterswho descend fromthe
community’sorigina British colonists. Their unique heritageand determinationto preservethelr family’s
ranch hasrecently drawn the attention of the BBC.

Lustronsin Kansas: It'sonto Great Bend, for alook at the L ustron Homes of the 1950s.
unflower Jour neys exploresthe motivation behind prefabricated housing and the history of theseall-metal
homesinthearea.

#1409: “Larned to Pratt”

Scoutingin Kansas. Thejourney continuesin Larned at the Central States Scout Museum, which
toutsthelargest collection of scouting memorabiliawest of theMississippi. Sunflower Journeystalksto
themuseum’scurator and exploresthe history of scouting in Kansas.

TheBiggest Well: Nextit'sastop at theWorld'sLargest Hand-dug Well in Greensburg for areal
livetreasure hunt. Diversand community membersventureto the bottom of thewell to unearth a25-year-
old timecapsule, aswell asacentury’sworth of artifactsand money tossed into thewell.

Wildlife Photographers: Sunflower Journeyslandsin Pratt to talk with two veteran
photographersfrom the Kansas Department Wildlifeand Parks. The photographerssharetheir knowledge
of thestate'sdiversewildlifeand their passion to captureits beauity.

#1410: “|sabel toWdlington”

Exploring Route42: Thefirst stopis|sabel, where Sunflower Journeys meetsup with Kansas
author Mil Penner for alesson on cultural sightseeing along Route42. Viewerslearn what storieslay
beneath the surface of even thesmallest and quietest communities.



Cottonin Kansas. Sunflower Journeysvisitsanew cotton gin aong the Oklahomaborder near
Anthony and examineshow cottonisharvested and processed. Gary Feist, manager of the Ok-Kan cotton
gin, and Bill Kellogg, gin supervisor describethe ginning process.

KansasWheat Festival: Sunflower Journeysdrops by the KansasWheat Festival in Wellington
and exploresthe socia impact of thefestival with farmersand organizersof the event.

#1411: “ Ark City to Sedan”

Bridgesof Cowley County: Sunflower Journeysstopsfirst in Arkansas City, wherealocal
teacher’ssketcheshaveled aninflux of visitorsto tour the historic stone Bridges of Cowley County.

Cedar Vale & theBig Caney River: Sunflower Journeysstopsto reflect onlifein the small
southeastern Kansastown of Cedar Va e and explorethe community’srel ationship with the Big Caney
River. Tour of local sitesfollowstheriver asit windsitsway toward Elgin, onceknown as*“thetown too
toughtodie”

TheEmmett Kelly Museum: Sedanisthefinal stop for thisshow. Sunflower Journeystalks
with alocal resident who recallstheworld famous circus clown who made hisname on the sad-faced
character “Weary Willie'.

#1412. “Caney to Toronto”

OpothleYahola: Thefirst stop landsviewerson Highway 75 near Caney, where part of the
highway has been designated Opothle YaholaMemorid Trail by the State of Kansasto honor theimportant
spokesman for the Creek Nation who led hispeople on an exodusfrom Indian Territory.

Neewollah: Moving onto Independence, Sunflower Jour neysattends Southeast Kansas' biggest
cel ebration, enjoying the parade, stage showsand various other festivities of Neewollah, which derivesits
namefrom Halloween.

TheCrossTimbers: It'sajourney to The Cross Timbersregion of Southeast Kansas, where
biologists Craig Freeman and Jason Dedl talk about the various plant speciesfoundintheregionandthe
human activitiesthat threatenit.

#1413: “Yates Center to Topeka”

Courthouse Squares. Sunflower Journeysstopsin Yates Center, asmall community whose
pi cturesgue courthouse square wasthefirst to be named on the National Historic Register. Sunflower
Journeysexaminesthehistory of thetown, aswell asthe community’ seffortswin recognition for the
square.

TheMusicBox: It'sSaturday night livein Burlington at TheMusic Box. Sunflower Journeys
meetsthe Nashvilleartist who'sturned the old theater into aweekly country music show. See how sheand
her musicarereviving Saturday nightsinthissmall town.

KansasTurnpike: Sunflower Journeysventures off itstwo-laneroute and onto the Kansas
Turnpikefor alook at how the modern speedways affect our travel habitsand our sense of place.

*This season of Sunflower Journeyswasfunded in part by the Kansas Humanities Council, Footprints of
Lawrence, the Blanche Bryden Foundation, the Southwestern Bell Foundation and the Friendsof KTWU.
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