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1999: 1200 Series

unflower Journeys embarkson a®blue
highways’ tour of Kansasasthe 12th season
of thislocally produced seriespremieresin
January, 1999. These showsfollow ascenic
route of two-lane highwaysthat |oopsaround
the state over the course of 13 programs.

Asthe series continues, Sunflower Journeys
headsdown theFlint Hills Scenic Byway,
stopping a the Tallgrass Prairie National
Preserveand the Flint HillsRodeo before PR SR L ¥ Y e
heading further intothehillsonacovered Covered wagons roll through the Flint Hills, giving
wagon. Connie Dover and the Paul Winter participants a taste of how pioneers traveled across Kansas
Consort provideevocativemusical tributesto 1" Program #1203,

theprairiebeforeweleavetheFlint Hillsand

continue on our journey around Kansas. Our route takesus on awideloop around Kansas, visiting diverse
stesonthe periphery of the state. Some of the destinationsinclude Fort Dodge; an archeol ogical excavation
in Meade County; the Prairie Museum of Art and History in Colby; and the historic frontier town of Weston,
Missouri. Among theindividualsprofiled in the seriesare botani st George Washington Carver, philanthropi st
Dane G Hansen and broadcast journdist Bill Kurtis. Wewill exploreawidevariety of subjectsrangingfrom
the Civil War in eastern Kansasto the most recent acquisition of The Nature Conservancy inthewestern
part of state.

#1201: “Mission Valley toMill Creek”

Flint HillsSpecial: Setting out on K-4 toward Dover, we encounter adelivery personwhois
pursuing hisdream of publishing amagazine, which hecallsTheFlint Hills Special.

City of Native Sone, Alma: ThenwemoveontoAlmatolearn about thearchitectural heritage
of thistownthat callsitsalf “TheCity of Native Stone.”

Ranching Heritage: Moving along Mill Creek to the southwest of Alma, wethen explorethe
remnantsof asmall “ghost town” caled Volland.

#1202: “Council Groveto Cassoday”

Flint Hills Scenic Byway: Sunflower Journeys exploresthishighway, which extendsaong
KansasHighway 177 from Council Groveto Cassoday, and learnshow thisstretch of highway gainedits
designation and what it offersto travelers. Two membersof thelocal corridor management committee, Jan
White of Council Groveand Rita Spinden of Strong City, reflect on theimpact of tourism and the byways
program ontheir communities.

TallgrassPrairieReserve: Find out how the National Park Serviceisdevel oping amanagement
planfor thenew Tallgrass Prairie National Preservein Chase County. Steve Miller, the Nationa Park
Service superintendent for the preserve, explainshow thisplan hasevolved with input gathered at public



forumsand from feedback provided by an advisory council. BarbaraZurhellen, preservedirector for the
National Park Trust, describeshow and why her organization becameinvolved withthissite.

Srong City Rodeo: TheHint HillsRodeoin Strong City isan annual event that recently
celebrated its 60th anniversary. Elmore Stout, Andy Ol son and Gene Peacock reflect on thelocal
sgnificanceof thisevent, whilerodeo historian Leah Hanson reviewsthe history associated withit.

#1203: “Matfield Green to Cassoday”

Flint HillsWagon Train: Sunflower Jour neysreflectson the experiences of the pioneerswho
crossed the prairiein covered wagons. Joining an overnight excursion of the Flint HillsWagon Train near
Matfield Green, folklorist im Hoy describestheforcesthat the pioneersencountered on their trek across
theprairie. Thetrail bossfor thisouting, Denny Fluhardy explainshow thisparticular wagon train attempts
torecreatethat experience.

TallgrassPrairieProducers. Meet some of thelocal ranchersassociated with the Tallgrass
Prairie Producers, acooperative that marketsfree-range, grass-finished beef. A founding member of the
organization, Pete Ferrell of Beaumont, tellshow thisgroup evolved and how they intend to expand the
market for beef products. The coordinator of thisco-op, AnneWilson of EImdale explainswhy shefeelsthis
approach to beef productionishealthy for consumersaswell asfor rura communities.

ConnieDover’sPrairieSong: Sunflower Journeys presentsaspecial music video featuring a
song called “Who Will Comfort Me?’ Written and recorded by Connie Dover of Weston, Missouri, this
song powerfully conveysthe awe-ingpiring beauty of aprairiesunriseand lamentstheloss of such spacious
horizons. Taped amid the scenic hillsof the Ferrell Ranch near Beaumont, thevideo revolvesaround a
horseback ridethat sauntersup to ahilltop vistaat dawn.

#1204: “Winfield to Runnymede”

Grassands Symphony with The Paul Winter Concert: Sunflower Journeystravelstoa
pasture near Winfield where The Paul Winter Consort performs* Grasslands’ in an outdoor concert with the
Winfield Regiona Symphony. Composed by cellist Eugene Friesen, who wasbornin Hillsboro, Kansas, this
symphony paystributeto the prairiesand grasslands of theworld. It includesliterary excerptsnarrated by
Wes Jackson of The Land Institute and aNative A merican dance performed by Robert Hyatt.

First FemaleMayor, Argonia: Sunflower Journeystellsthe story of SusannaMadora Salter,
whoArgoniaresidentsel ected asthefirst female mayor inAmericain 1887. Thestory istold with the
assistanceof loca historian LauraEarlesaswell asthe current mayor of Argonia, Alan Brundage. Washburn
University history professor SaraTucker describestheimpact thiselection may havehad onincreasingthe
participation of womeninthepolitical process.

English Settlement, Runnymede: Sunflower Journeysfocuseson the brief history of an English
settlement called Runnymede, which sprang up along the ChikaskiaRiver inthe 19" century. At the
Runnymede Church, now located in thetown of Harper, historian Vivien Minshull-Ford describeswhy
wedlthy Englishfamiliessent their sonshere and what they experienced after they arrived.
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#1205: “MedicinelL odgeto Minneola”

Gyp HillsExperience: A bit of cowboy poetry introducesastory about the mining of gypsum and
the production of sheetrock, whichismadefrom the gypsum. Barber County rancher Lonnie Garten and his
wife Otie are among thosewho describe how the Gyp Hillshave supported the mining industry herein
additiontoranching and oil production.

Chief Theatre, Coldwater: A vistto The Chief Theatrein Coldwater demonstratesthe challenges
facing those small-town cinemasthat continueto servetheir local communities. Now openonly on
weekendswith filmstargeted primarily to youngsters, The Chief still sellspopcorn for 25 centsand candy
foranickd.

KansasArcheology Training Project: Sunflower Journeysjoinsan archeological field camp
near the small town of Fowler. Co-sponsored by the Kansas State Historical Society and the Kansas
Anthropol ogical Association, the excavation in progress here provides clues about the people who inhabited
thisregion morethan 600 years ago.

#1206: “Fort Dodgeto M onument”

History of Fort Dodge: Thehistory of Fort Dodgeisrecounted aswevisit thishistoric siteafew
miles southeast of Dodge City. Originally designed to support troops, travelersand settlersin thispart of
Kansas, thefort eventually became ahomefor retired soldiers.

GeorgeWashington Carver: Explorethe contributionsof noted botanist George Washington
Carver, who grew upin Kansasand farmed for abrief period of timein Ness County. An exhibit at the
Ottawa County Historica Museumin Minneapolis providesextensive background on Carver’s
accomplishmentsand hisyearsin Kansas.

TheNatureConservancy: Sunflower Journeysexploresalargeranch north of Lake Scottin
Logan County. Recently acquired by The Nature Conservancy, theranch representsaprime example of the
shortgrassprairie that once extended across much of western Kansas. Thedirector of the Kansas Chapter
of The Nature Conservancy, Alan Pollom describesthe organization’sobj ectiveshereand at itsother
preservesthroughout the state.

#1207: “Colby to L ogan”

PrairieMuseum, Colby: Sunflower Journeysstopsat the Prairie Museum of Art and History in
Colby. Museum director Sue Taylor and former director Helen Smith explain how onewoman’szest for
collecting provided thismuseum with aweal th of artworksand artifacts. We also learn how “thelargest barn
incaptivity” wastransported several milesto the museum grounds.

Minium Fossil Site: Thejourney continueseast on U.S. Highway 24 to afarm near the small
town of Morland, wherearich deposit of fossils severa million yearsold have been discovered. Joe
Thomasson, apaleontol ogist from Fort Hays State University, describesthediversity of animal and plant
fosslsfound onthissite, including such extraordinary itemsat thefossilized jaw of arhinoceros.

DaneHansen Museum, Logan: Learnthestory behind the Dane G. Hansen Museumin Logan.
Polly Bales, wifeof Hansen’'s nephew, describes how he amassed hiswealth and created the foundation that
built thisimpressve museum and art gallery, which hoststraveling exhibitsfrom the Smithsonian.



#1208: “Sockton to Clay Center”

CarnegieLibraries. Sunflower Journeys stepsback to examinethe history of the publiclibraries
in Kansasthat were created with support from Andrew Carnegie, thewealthy steel baron. Stockton
librarian NeolaBreckenridge and Roy Bird, an author and library consultant, explore the changing rol e of
theCarnegieL ibrariesinKansas.

Town Forms, Beloit: We seehow the street patterns and town centers of communitiessuch as
Beloit reveal much about the aspirations of those who founded them. Tom Schmiedeler, ageographer at
Washburn University, explainswhy one city may have atown squarewhileanother hasamorelinear pattern
initsbusinessdigtrict.

Tobacco FreeKids: Sunflower Journeyslooksat effortsto reduce teen smoking in Clay Center,
where an adol escent heal th task force has been activated. Pam Kemp, director of Emergency Medical
Servicesfor Clay County, describesthe manner in which thetask force attemptsto maketeensaware of the
waysthey are seduced by tobacco companies.

#1209: “Manhattan to Troy”

Gusvan der Hoeven’'sK ansas: Gusvan der Hoeven, an extension specialist in landscapeand
environmental horticulture at Kansas State University, shares his observationsabout theway we perceive
and interact with the Kansas|andscape. Ashedoesin his popular radio commentarieson KK SU from
Manhattan, he encourages peopleto“ Stop, Look & Listen” to theworld around them.

Wagon Jour ney: Nicola Berezovski, arecentimmigrant fromthe Ukraine, leadsacovered
wagon venture across K ansas, passing through northeastern Kansas on thefinal leg of ajourney from
Elkhart to Elwood. Don Wagner, aschoolteacher and country poet from Bennington, describes someof the
people and placesthe group encountered on their trek.

Historic Bar ns, Doniphan County: Sunflower Journeysexplores some of the picturesque barns
featured in aself-guided barn tour organized by agroup in Doniphan County. Cultural geographer Pete
Shortridgeand local historian Suzette M cCord-Rogers provide background on these impressive structures.

#1210: “ Atchison to L awrence”

Lewis& Clark: Sunflower Journeysreviewsthe experiencesof Meriwether Lewisand William
Clark asthey paddled up this part of the Missouri River with their Corpsof Discovery in 1804. Historian
Philip Thomas describeswhat the explorersencountered here, and membersof anew local group explain
thegod sof theLewisand Clark Trail Heritage Foundation.

Weston, Missouri: Historical novelist Frederick Chiaventoneand local historian EttaMarieBrill
convey thecolorful history of Weston, Missouri — an activeriver port onthewestern frontier. Foundedin
1837, Weston was apopular point of departurefor pioneers heading west, but itscommercewas
dramatically altered by the Civil War and amgjor flood onthe Missouri River.

“Ridewith theDevil”: Sunflower Journeysfocuses on the production of afeaturefilm called
“Ridewiththe Devil,” which dramatizesthe conflict and tens ons generated by the border wars between
Missouri and Kansasat thetime of Quantrill’sraid on Lawrencein 1863. Much of thefilmwasshotin
Pattonsburg, Missouri, whereareproduction of 1863 Lawrence was created using the existing buildings of
atown destroyed by the floods of 1993.
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#1211: “Osawatomieto Fort Scott”

John Brown—Adair Cabin: Sunflower Journeysstopsisin Osawatomieat theAdair Cabinin
John Brown Memoria Park. Recently refurbished asastate historic site, the cabin remindsvisitorsof the
dayswhen John Brown violently crusaded against davery, spending timeherewith hissister, Florella, who
occupied thiscabin with her husband, Samuel Adair.

Battleof MineCreek: Thestory featuresare-enactment of theonly mgor Civil War battle
fought in Kansas— the Battle of Mine Creek. Located near the battlefield, not far from the small town of
Pleasonton, anew visitor center tellsthe story of thisbattle and providesvisitorswith an opportunity to
follow interpretivetrail saround the battleground.

Ft. Scott Historic Site: Thehistory of thefrontier army at Fort Scott isrevealed through avisit to
the Fort Scott National Historic Site. Currently maintained by the National Park Service, thissite contains
20 mgjor historic structures and hosts periodic encampments and specia eventsthat provide aglimpse of
what lifewaslikeat thishistoricfort.

#1212: “Pittsburgto Peru”

J.T.Knall, Sorytdler: Aprofileof J.T. Knoll, araconteur and balladeer from Pittsburg. Through
hiscolumnintheloca newspaper and in presentationstolocal school groups, he encourageshisaudiences
to compose and preserve stories about their familiesand communities.

Route66in Kansas: Travel along the short stretch of Route 66 that passes through southeastern
Kansasfrom Galenato Baxter Springs. Stop at the Eider Brothersstorein Riverton to hear what local folks
think about thelegendary roadway and hear from aBritish tourist following the historic highway acrossthe
continent.

Hiking GuidetoKansas. Sunflower Journeysmovesaong ascenictrail near Elk City Lake
with theauthors of anew hiking guideto Kansas. Catherine Hauber and John Young describe some of the
more memorabletrail sthey encountered asthey compiled thiscomprehensive guide, published by the
University Pressof Kansas.

#1213: “ Sedan to Emporia”

Red Buffalo Ranch—Bill Kurtis: Sunflower Jour neysexploresthe Red Buffalo Ranch near
Sedan, recently acquired by veterantelevision journalist Bill Kurtis. Currently hosting anumber of programs
ontheArtsand Entertainment Network, Kurtisreflectsupon hisbroadcasting career and demonstrateswhy
hedtill feelsaspecia connectiontothispart of theworld.

Tim M cCoy—Hollywood Cowboy: Wereview thefilm career of Tim McCoy, a“B-Western”
matinee cowboy moviestar of the 1930sand’ 40s. His son, Ron McCoy, teaches history at EmporiaState
University, where heisthedirector of the Center for Great Plains Studies.

“Sarah, Plainand Tall”: Thethird story takesusto afarmin Osage County, wherefilmmakers
areat work on aproduction for the Hallmark Hall of Fame. Starring Glenn Close and Christopher Walken,
thismade-for-TV moviedepictslifeonaKansasfarmin 1918 and will bethethird filminatrilogy that
beganwith* SarahPlainand Tall.”

*This season of Sunflower Journeyswasfunded in part by the Kansas Humanities Council, Footprints of
Lawrence, the Blanche Bryden Foundation, the Southwestern Bell Foundation and the Friendsof KTWU.





